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An ageing population is 
a challenge faced by 
many global econo-

mies. Based on the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO) and 
European Commission figures, 
the number of those who are 65 
and over is set to almost treble 
to 1.6 million people in the next 
35 years in Ireland and, by 2060 
one in three Europeans will be 
over 65. 

Cork Institute of Technology 
(CIT), Hincks Centre for Entre-
preneurship Excellence hosted 
a European partner meeting and 
conference on February 5 and 6. 
The Hincks Centre is exploring 
the value of this Silver Econ-
omy in the region, and across 
Europe, as part of a European 
Interreg co-funded project. The 
Silver Economy refers to the 
economic opportunities that 
arise from expenditure related 
to population ageing.

Headed by Dr Helen Mc-
Guirk, the Hincks Centre is one 
of nine European Union (EU) 
partners who will participate in 
the interregional meeting and 
conference. The EU delegation 
including representatives from 
France, Spain, Slovenia, Po-
land, Sweden and Portugal will 
visit Courtmacsherry as part of 
the two-day visit to Cork. 

Courtmacsherry Community 
Shop Co-Operative was submit-
ted as a Good Practice as part 
of a European Interreg project. 
This is an example of a commu-
nity initiative supporting local 
micro enterprises operating in 
the Silver economy. The Good 
Practice is now published on the 
Interreg Europe Policy Learning 
Platform, which is available to 
policymakers around Europe. 
An Interreg Europe expert who 
reviewed the Good Practice 
commented, “This community 
shop could be of great interest 
to policy makers and other 
communities seeking innovative 
solutions applicable to small 

rural areas.” 
 The group will also visit 

Bandon to experience activities 
involved in their ‘Age Friendly 
Town’, a Cork County Council 
initative.  

Over the two days, Good 
Practices of SMEs supplying 
the Silver Economy will be 
presented from around Europe 
with the objective of aiding the 
design of regional action plans 
and influencing regional poli-
cies. Commenting on the event, 
the conference organiser and 
researcher at the Hincks Centre, 
Dr Aisling Conway-Lenihan, 
said she is looking forward to 
welcoming EU partners, policy 
makers, researchers and SMEs 

to CIT for a productive two 
days of engagement and collo-
boration. “We are deighted to 
bring our European partners to 
Courtmacsherry, as an example 
of a community coming togeth-
er to combat rural decline.”

SHOWROOM:  
The Miles, Clonakilty P85 YK44

T: 023 8834113   W: westcorkcarpetsclon@gmail.com

www.westcorkcarpets.ie E

Open Mon – Fri 9am-6pm  |  Sat 9.30am-5pm

Carpets - Large selection of 80% 
Wool/20% Nylon at reduced prices. 
Free Fitting. Also Felt Back, Vinyls etc.

Supplied and fitted to schools, offices, 
restaurants and all commercial areas. Extensive selection

Flooring

Blinds

Safety  
  Flooring

Curtains

Rugs

Mattresses  
& Beds

Huge selection of roller, vertical, 
venetian etc to choose from.
We measure, make and fit.

All leading brands stocked. 
We measure, make and fit.

Free delivery and we take away your 
old one free of charge.

FREE Quotations and  
Interior Design Service

TRAIN AS A

PHLEBOTOMIST

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE OR QUALIFICATIONS NEEDED

Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community 

Learn how to take blood ...

Introduction to Phlebotomy

For more info. or to book online:

First step onto Allied
Healthcare Career Path

Accredited - Advanced
(Level 3 - UK, Level 5 Ireland)

Small classes -
limited places

l

l

l

at: Clayton Hotel Silver Springs, Tivoli, Cork

geopacewww. .net

Search: “GEOPACE”

CORK: 23 -24 MARCH
CORK: 30 APRIL - 1 MAY

TWO DAY COURSE

ACCREDITED

Limited places

Hillside, Tawnies, Clonakilty, Co Cork.

m 087 9016534
k cllrchristopherosullivan@gmail.com

E Cllr Christopher O’Sullivan

PLEASE VOTE No. 1  

cllr. CHRISTOPHER 

O’SULLIVAN
“Passionate about 
West Cork”
As a councillor and Cork 
County Mayor I have been 
promoting everything good 
about West Cork while also 
fighting for improved services. 
As a TD, I can do so  
much more. 

Please continue your preference for my colleague  
Margaret Murphy O’Mahony TD

Courtmacsherry  
Community Shop  
welcomes EU delegation 

CIT Hincks Centre for Entrepreneurship Excellence hosted a European partner meeting and conference,  
headed up by Dr Helen McGuirk (seated second from left), to explore the value of the Silver Economy.




